BUCKINGHAM
and Weston to speed up supplies of money.  Apparently Becher, upon his arrival at Portsmouth, found neither ships munitions, nor money to meet him as was agreed. The King had thereupon dispatched Holland to find out what was the cause of this further irksome delay.  Meanwhile the wind had turned, so that Bechcr would have to wait for its favour again before he could set out to the assistance of the unfortunate force at Rhe.   On the syth Conway urged both the Council and the Treasurer to consider that this was no ordinary matter, to be subjected to such checks and counter-checks, and commanded them to proportion their care to the importance of the work.  The King was troubled on all sides, so let them not add to his worries.
Two days later Becher forwarded to Charles a despairing letter he had just received from the Duke at Rhe, wondering why he received no succour and informing him that provisions were growing terribly low, and the men decreasing daily. The citadel was still holding out, and he begged Becher to be as quick as possible in bringing reinforcements and supplies. But the unhappy Becher had to inform His Majesty that the fleet was by no means ready, and that the delay had already cost him the opportunity of favourable winds and weather. The wind did not veer until September 16th and it was not until the 25th that he finally arrived at Rhe with the long awaited reinforcements.
A force from Ireland had anticipated him, to succour the besiegers for the time being, but the fortunes of war were steadily going against them. On September 4th, Captain Edward Conway informed his father, the Secretary, that but for Buckingham's great courage and understanding they would all have given up long ago. Dark nights and strong, hazardous winds had worked against them to enable the French to get provisions into the citadel, and if this weather should continue, they would obtain more. 'If
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